





the narrative and story, occasionally lapsing into the central charac~
ter's version as the narrator heard it. J.D. Beresford, in The Hampden-
shire Wonder, used a similar style, and Stapledon returned to it with
his last work of fiction, 4 Man Divided, also out of print. Beresford
evidently influenced Stapledon greatly with his story of the young sup-
erhuman, Victor Stott. Stapledon gives credit to Beresford in the first
chapter of 0dd John, which is considerably less gloomy than The Hampden-
shire Wonder, and also more explicit about the character of the super-
man. Odd John, however, still holds its power as a classical, yet tot-
ally logical tragedy.

John Wainwright, the superman, '"0dd John," is raised in an atmo-
sphere of solid English intellectuality and with such a background de-
velops two aspects to his nature; his humanity, or super-humanity, per-
haps best explainable as his love for life and the sheer beauty of ex-
istence, and his intellectuality, which goes far beyond anything achiev-
ed by normal men. 0dd John is not alone in his world for there are other
individuals as talented in their own way as he, including a memorable
characterization of pure evil, a young superman born to a poverty-
stricken family, and handicapped by the lack of legs and a pair of use-
less "newt-like" arms. Perpetually miserable because of poor digestion
and immobility, he nurtures his hatred of life and existence and turms
evil into a thorough artistic philosophy. It's also hinted that this
evil superman has much to do with the ultimate end of the budding colony
of super-humans.

Sirius, a super-Alsatian artificially endowed with human intelli-
gence, is raised in a very similar atmosphere, amidst patient under-
standing. Unfortunately, as with 0dd John, the rest of humanity takes a
dim view of the intelligent Alsatian's abilities and does away with him.

In A Man Divided, published by Methuen in 1950, Stapledon was bas-
ically writing his own allegorical biography. "Victor Cadogan Smith"
is a man of average capabilities subject to periods of superior intelli-
gence, effectively dividing him into two personalities. While the in-
telligent personality retains all the '"dolt's" memories, the dolt for-
gets everything about his alternate existence, and grows to hate his
bright half. The allegory is obvious, with the division of man between
near-ape and near-angel, and 4 Man Divided, though not exactly science
fiction, has much of the flavor and mood of 0dd John. It might be an
attempt by Stapledon to water down the fantastic elements in his prev-
ious tales, while still retaining the philosophy and entertainment.

Last Men 1in London, a sequel to Last and First Men, relates the
progress of one of the last individuals of the human chain of existence
in the London of the thirties. It also is out of print, perhaps one of
the rarest of Stapledon's fictional works. I have yet to read it.

Frustrating? Certainly! I recommend all these works to you, but
where can you get them? Nowhere -- except for Dover's fine reprint ed-
ition.

Despite this lack of Stapledon exposure, a group of people are cur-
rently writing about Stapledon both from the literary and philosophical
viewpoints. The people I'm in contact with are both back east, and con-
sist of Mr. David M. Massaro, a high school English teacher in Cleveland
and Prof. Curtis C. Smith, a university professor in Albany, New York.
Mr. Smith is also in the English field, and both men are working, in one
way or another, to boost the cause of "Read Stapledon.” 3






The International Scene

ITALY During the Theatre International Festival the "Palazzo Grassi
Venecian Theatre" has presented the comedy Api 2967 (Beces 2967), by Rob-
ert Gurik directed by Perinetti. In a space 1lab a scientist and his
female assistant are making a special study of obsolete words analyzing
their emotional content. Needless to say that words such as sex, wine,
kiss, etc. give the comedy ample scope. In the end after the protagon-
ists have rediscovered various extinct aspects of human behavior, the
Universal Academy finds it advisable to include those terms in the re-
vised edition of the earth dictionary.

The group "Teatro Giovani'" made up of TV artists such as Tortorella,
Tuminelli, Belletti, etc. have given a special show for young people
based on the reactions of two aliens who have landed by mistake on a
stage. Quips and cracks interwoven with music are handled so well that
the audience never stops roaring with laughter.

The publishing house Adrian from Rome has launched a new sf book
series "Alpha Centauri." In the first issue a dubious English title is
given inside, The Infermal Machine Dby Robert White Moore. As Italian
authors have often made use not only of English pen-names but also of
English pseudo-titles there is some misgiving about its originality
(does anyone over there know the book?) --G.P. Cossato

HEICON NEWS Mail ballots for selection of the 18972 NASFiC will be
distributed with Heicon Progress Report 3. It will therefore be neces-
sary for anyone who wishes to vote for the 1972 convention, and who will
not be attending Heicon, to send their membership in Heicon immediately,
since mailing of the third progress report is imminent. Supporting mem-
bership in Heicon is DM 14.00 ($3.85), see Coming Events for information.
Supporting membership in the 1972 NASFiC will be $4.00, $6.00 attending,
which apparently should be sent to the NOREASCON committee at the same
time the mail ballot is sent to Heidelberg.

Two Britishers have accepted a part in the Heicon program. John
Brunner has agreed to be Toastmaster at the banquet in the place of Les-
ter Del Rey who is unable to participate. Well known fan Phil Rogers
has been appointed Parliamentarian of the business meeting. Due to some
delay in mailing out of hotel reservation forms, the deadline for final
payment of hotel reservations in Heidelberg has been extended to June 15
Also another deadline to be noted is that for banquet tickets, which
must be ordered before August lst. The price remains DM 25.00 ($6.55).

VISION OF TOMORROW The May issue has as its 1lead story '"The
Ghost Sun," an unfinished story by the late John Russell TFearn, com-
pleted by Sydney J. Bounds. The cover for this issue is by Kevin Cullen
who submitted it as a sample of his work. It so fitted the story, which
arrived at the editorial offices on the same day, that Editor Phil Har-
bottle commissioned Sydney Bounds to finish the story, started in 1936.
The May issue of VoT also sees the start of a series of interplanetary
paintings by David A. Hardy, one of whose paintings was accepted by Dr.
Wernher von Braun for the new Space & Rocket Center Museum in Alabama.
To accompany this series of planetary landscapes, David, who is a fellow
of the Royal Astronomical Society, is writing articles on the same plan-
ets. The first one will be of Mercury and is called "The Planet of

Great Extremes.'" Another series in VoT is "The Impatient Dreamers" by
Walter Gillings, which recalls the trials and tribulations of the early
British sf fans and publications. --Gerald Bishop/Walter Gillings
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Coming

June

1

12

12

12

13

14

ALBUQUERQUE SF GROUP MEETING at
Los Ranchos Village Hall, 920
Green Valley Rd, N.W., Albu-
querque, N.M. For info: Bob
Vardeman, P.0. Box 11352, Albu-
querque, N.M., 87112

ESFA MEETING at YM-YWCA, 600
Broad St, Newark, N.J. at 3pm
HOUSTON SF SOCIETY MEETING at
home of member. For info: Beth
Halphen, 2521 Westgate, Houston
Tex. 77019

FANATICS MEETING at home of
member at 7:30pm. For info:
Quinn Simpson, 977 Kains Ave,
Albany, Calif. 94706

WOODCHUCKS MEETING at home of
member. For info: Greg Bear,
5787 College Ave, Apt. 37, San
Diego, Ca. 92120 (ph:286-4736)
LITTLE MEN MEETING at home of
member at 7:30pm. For info: J.
Ben Stark, 113 Ardmore R4,
Berkeley, Calif. 94707

WSFA MEETING at home of member,
at 8pm. For info: Alexis Gill-
iland, 2126 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20032
CINCINNATI FANTASY GROUP MEET-
ING at home of member. For in-
fo: Lou Tabakow, 3953 St. Johns
Terr, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236
UBC SFFEN MEETING in room 216B
of the Student Union Bldg, UBC
campus, Vancouver, B.C. at 7:30
NAMELESS ONES MEETING at home
of member at 8:30pm. For info:
Wally Weber, Box 267, 507 3rd
Ave, Seattle, Wash. 98105 (ph:
RO7-6243)

PSFS MEETING at Central YMCA,
15th & Arch Sts, Philadelphia,
at 8pm

VALSFA MEETING at home of mem-
ber. For info: Dwain Kaiser,
390 N. Euclid, Upland, Calif.
91786

MINN-STF MEETING at home of
member at noon. For info:
Frank Stodolka, 1325 W, 27th St
Minneapolis, Minn. 55408

NESFA MEETING at home of member

Events

14

15
16
17

18-

Y

19
19
20

20

20

20
20

21

22

22-

26
27

For info: NESFA , P. 0. Box G,
MIT Branch Sta, Cambridge, Mass
SPECULATION at the Midlands Art
Centre, Birmingham, England.
For info: Peter Weston, 31
Pinewall Ave, Kings Norton,
Birmingham 30, England
HOUSTON SF SOCIETY, see June 1
FANATICS MEETING, see June 2
WOODCHUCKS MEETING, see June 3
21 MULTICON 70 at the Skirvin
Hotel, Broadway at Park Ave,
Oklahoma City. Reg: $3.50 pay-
able to Oklahoma Alliance of
Fandom. Guests: Buster Crabbe,
R.A., Lafferty, Jim Harmon, Reed
Crandall. For info: David
Smith, 133 Mercer St, Ponca
City, Okla. 74601
LITTLE MEN MEETING,see June 5
WSFA MEETING, see June 5
CHICAGO SF LEAGUE MEETING at
home of George Price, 1439 W.
North Shore Ave, Chicago, Ill.
60626, at 8pm
CINCINNATI FANTASY GROUP MEET-
ING, see June 6
DASFA MEETING at Columbia Sav-
ings & Loan Assoc, corner of W,
Colfax & Wadsworth, Lakewood,
Colo. at 7:30pm. For info: Cam-
ille Cazedessus Jr, P.0. Box
550, Evergreen, Colo. 80439
DaSFS MEETING at home of member
at 8pm. For info: Tom Reamy,
Box 523, Richardson, Tex. 75080
LUNARIAN MEETING at home of
Frank Dietz, 655 Orchard St,
Oradell, N.J. at 8pm
MISFITS MEETING at home of mem-
ber at 3pm. For info: Howard
Devore, 4705 Weddel St, Dear-
born Heights, Mich. 48125 (ph:
LO5-4157)
UBC SFFEN MEETING, see June 8
August 15 INSTITUTE FOR SCIENCE
FICTION AND FANTASY at Stanford
University. For info: Directon
Institute for Science Fiction &
Fantasy, Summer Session Office,
Stanford Univ, Stanford, Calif.
94305
VALSFA MEETING, see June 12
MINN-STF MEETING, see June 13
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info: Jack Chalker, 5111 Liber-
ty Heights Ave, Baltimore, Md.
21207 (ph: 301- 367-0605)

FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION SOCIETY
OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY: Thurs
in the Postcrypt (basement of
St.Paul's Chapel) on the Colum-
bia campus, at 8:30pm. For
info: Eli Cohen, 601 Furnald,
Columbia Univ, New York, N.Y.
10027 (ph:212-663-4653)

LASFS: Thurs at Palms Playground
Recreation Center, 2950 Over-
land Ave, W. Los Angeles, at 8
pm. (ph:838-3838)

MoSFA: Wed in the Student Union,
Univ. of Missouri, Colunbia.
For info: Hank Luttrell, 1108

Locust St, Columbia, Mo. 65201

MSU FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION SO-
CIETY: Fri at 8pm in 1lower
lounge of South Hubbard Hall,
on Michigan State Univ. campus.
For info: Tracie Brown, 551 Al-
bert St., Apt. 9, E. Lansing,
Mich. 48823 (ph:351-6u497)

NOSFA: Sat at homes of various
members at 7pm. For info: John
Guidry, 5 Finch St, New Orleans
La. 70124 (ph:282-0443)

PORTLAND SOCIETY OF  STRANGERS:
Sat at homes of members at 7:30
pm. For info: Mike Zaharakis,
1326 SE 15, Portland, Ore.
(ph:232-8u408)

QUANTA LTD: (sf, film fantasy)
Sun at home of Ivor & Deborah
Rogers, 1lu57 Crocks St, Green
Bay, Wis. 54301 at 3pm (ph:u32-
4741)

THIRD FOUNDATION: Thurs in base-
ment of the New Student Center,
Wayne State Univ, Detroit, at
7pm. For info: Al Smith, 23491
Beverly, Oak Park, Mich. 48237
(ph:548-3081)

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO SF SOCIETY:
Tues at 7:30pm. For info: Mike
Bradley, 5400 Harper, Apt.1204,
Chicago, I1l. (ph:312-324-3565)

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS SF SOCIETY:
Wed in Room 113 David Kinley
Hall, on Univ. of 1Ill. campus,
at 7:30pm. For info: Larry
Propp, 1010 W. Green St, Apt.
335, Urbana, Ill. 61801

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA  SF ASSOC:
Sun at 2pm in Room 45 Skibo,
Carnegie-Mellon campus, 5000
Forbes Ave, Pittsburgh. For
info: Ginjer Buchanan, 5830
Bartlett St, Pittsburgh, Pa.
15217 (ph:421-0175)

Information supplied in this list is the latest available to
us, including all changes received prior to closing date.

Have You Read?

Allen, Thomas "Incredible Atomic
Muck" (sf movies) Media & Meth-
ods, Oct. p.51-3+

Asimov, Isaac '"How I Lost My Pur-
ity and Began Writing for Tele-
vision" TV Guide, May 2, p.19-23
"The Story Machine" (play, adapt

of Someday) Plays, May p.25-34
"The Unseen World"  Harper, May
p.12-13

"To Go Forward or Not After Near
Disaster?" New York Times, April
19, sect. 4 p.1l-2

Hano, Arnold "The Great Imperson-
ator Refuses to Strip Off the
Last Disguise" (Nimoy) TV Guide
April 25, p.20-24

Harrison, Harry "Science Fiction:
Short Story and Novel" Writer,
May, p.16-18

Lambert, Robert '"Underground Pap-
erbacks: Anthony  Burgess A
Clockwork Orange" Media & Meth-
ods, Sept. p.22

Rouse, Jack "I Believe in Globo-
links" Mugic Journal, April p.
30-31

Classified

WANTED -- COMICS: Phantom 29; MAG-
AZINES: Ellery Queen, May 19
("Adventure of the Printer's
ine."), Ellery Queen's Anthology
volume one. Will pay reasonable

price. David Paskow, 817 West
66th Ave., Philadelphia, Pa.
19126







SF and the Cinema

FILMS TO COME
by Mike Deckinger

Frankie Avalon and Jill Haworth will star in Horror House, to be
released shortly by American-International Pictures with a running time
of 79 minutes. The dubious premise of this shocker involves an orgy held
in a haunted house. Tony Tenser will produce and Michael Armstrong dir-
ect.

Tony Tenser will also produce The Crimson Cult for AIP. Vernon
Sewell is the director of this film about several mysterious deaths that
occur within the confines of a sinister mansion. The stars are Christo-
pher Lee and Boris Karloff in what must have been one of his last film
roles before his death.

Roger Corman is readying Gas for production from AIP. Starring
Robert Corff and Helene Giftos, Gas is a comedy fantasy about the dis-
covery of a unique new nerve gas.

Vincent Price returns to AIP, along with Robert Hutton and Eliza-
beth Bergner in Cry of the Banshee. Gordon Hessler will produce and dir-
ect this story about the vindictive high priestess of a devil-worshipp-
ing cult.

Perhaps in an effort to counter this flood of mysticism and super-
stition, AIP 1is releasing a serious documentary on witchcraft in the
world today, titled Witcheraft '70. Gigi Scattini will produce and
direct.

Bedknobs and Broomsticks will be coming soon from the Disney stud-
ios, released by Buena Vista. Angela Lansbury and Ron Moody star in a
musical fantasy that combines live action with animation. Bill Walsh is
the producer and Robert Stevenson the director.

Another fantasy directed towards children, that also employs the
combination of animation and 1live action is The Phantom Tollbooth, with
Butch Patrick, from MGM. Chuck Jones produces and Les Goldman directs
this tale of a small boy who wanders into a wondrous magical kingdom
through a tollbooth.

After a lengthy hibernation Tarzan is springing back into action
almost simultaneously in two films, released by National General. Tar-
zan's Deadly Silence will star Ron Ely, Jock Mahoney and Woody Strode.
Sy Weintraub is the Executive Producer, Leon Benson the producer, and
Robert L. Friend and Lawrence Dobbins directors. Tarzan's Jungle Rebel-
lion will again feature Ron Ely as the Ape-Man with Sam Jaffe and Willi-
am Marshall in the cast. A costly spectacle of jungle intrigue, Tarzan's
Jungle Rebellion will be produced by Steve Shalpan and directed by Wil-
liam Whitney.

National General has imported a Japanese thriller titled Latitude

Zero which probes the efforts of a number of top scientists, working in

an underwater secret city, to save the world from unspecified evil forc-

es. Joseph Cotton, Cesar Romero, Patricia Medina and Richard Jaeckel are

featured in the cast. Tomoyuki Tanaka is producer and Ishoro Honda
director.

Continued on Page 14 "






PAPERBACKS

Anderson, Poul A CIRCUS OF HELLS.
Signet T4250, May. 75¢
TIME AND STARS (reissue) Mac-
fadden 75-330, April. 75¢
VIRGIN PLANET. Paperback 63-333

May. 60¢
Asimov, Isaac THE NAKED SUN (re-
issue) Lancer 74644, May. 75¢

Bradbury, Ray SOMETHING WICKED
THIS WAY COMES (reissue) Bantam
S3408, April. 75¢

Brunner, John THE ATLANTIC ABOM-
INATION (reissue) Ace 03300,
May. 60¢

Clement, Hal ICEWORLD (repr) Lan-
cer 75128, May. 95¢

Daniels, Dorothy STRANGE PARADISE
#2: Island of Evil. Paperback
63-321, April. 60¢

Faucett, John WARRIORS OF TERRA.
Belmont B75-2002, April. 75¢

Gunn, James THE WITCHING HOUR.
Dell 9605, April. 60¢

Harrison, Harry, ed. SF: AUTHORS'
CHOICE 2. Berkley N1837, May.
95¢

Heinlein, Robert A.
CHILDREN (reissue)
April. 75¢
STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND (re-
issue) Berkley Z1756, April.
$1.25

Hoyle, Fred & Geoffrey FIFTH PLAN-
ET (reissue) Fawcett T2243, Ap-

METHUSELAH'S
Signet Tu426

ril. 75¢

Hudson, W.H. GREEN MANSIONS (juv
fty, repr) Starline TK820, Ap-
ril. 60¢

Jay, Mel ORBIT ONE. Macfadden

60-447, April. 60¢

Laflin, Jack THE TEMPLE AT ILUM-
QUH: The Adjusters #5 (marg)
Award A6u6X. 60¢

Laumer, Keith THE LONG TWILIGHT
(repr) Berkley S1810, May. 75¢

Leiber, Fritz SWORDS AND DEVILTRY
(coll) Ace 79170, May. 75¢

Lovecraft, H. P. THE DREAM-QUEST
OF UNKNOWN KADATH (fty coll)
Ballantine 01923, May. 95¢

MacDonald, John D. THE GIRL, THE
GOLD WATCH AND EVERYTHING (re-
issue) Fawcett T2259, April.
75¢

MIND OF MR.
Pyramid T2161, April.

Maine, Charles Eric
SOAMES
75¢

Moorcock, Michael BEHOLD THE MAN
Avon V2333, May. 75¢%

Morgan, Dan & John Kippax A THUN-
DER OF STARS. Ballantine 01922,

May. 75¢

Nabokov, Vladimir ADA, OR ARDOR
(fty, repr) Fawcett P1409, May
$1.25

Rackham, John FLOWER OF DORADIL/
A PROMISING PLANET by Jeremy

Strike. Ace 24100, May. 75¢
Rohmer, Sax THE SECRET OF HOLM
PEEL and other strange stories
(coll) Ace 75750, May. 60¢
Smith, E.E. THE SKYLARK OF SPACE
(reissue) Pyramid T2232, May.
75¢

SKYLARK THREE (reissue)
T2233, May. 75¢
Spinrad, Norman

Pyramid

AGENT OF CHAOS

(reissue) Belmont B75-2003, Ap-
ril. 75¢

Starnes, Richard THE FLYPAPER WAR
(marg, repr) Pocket 77171, May
95¢

Tucker, Wilson THE YEAR OF THE
QUIET SUN. Ace 94200, May. 75¢

Verne, Jules THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND
(abr. tr) Bantam Pathfinder
SP5439. 75¢

Wollheim, Donald A., & Terry Carr,
eds. WORLD'S BEST SCIENCE FIC-

TION 1970. Ace 91357, May. 95¢

Wyndham, John DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS
(reissue) TFawcett T1322, April.
75¢

Zelazny, Roger THIS IMMORTAL (re-
pr, exp. of And Call Me Conrad)
Ace 80591, May. 60¢

NEW BRITISH BOOKS FOR APRIL

Baxter, John SCIENCE FICTION IN
THE CINEMA. Zwemmer, 15-, pb,
non-fic, ill. 302.02004.7

Beeching, Jack THE DAKOTA PROJECT
Sphere, 5/-, pb, ne 7221.1520.0
Brunner, John JAGGED ORBIT. Sidg-
wick 3 Jackson, 35/-.

283.98085.0
Calvino, Itale TIME & THE HUNTER.
Tr. from Italian by W. Weaver.
Cape, 25/-. 224.61827.X
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Clarke, I.F. VOICES PROPHESYING Owen, Mably & Williams-Ellis, Am-

WAR, 1763-1984. Panther, 10/-, bel, eds. OUT OF THIS WORLD vol
ne, pb, non-fic. 586.03278.9 8. Blackie, 17/-. 216.88811.5
Hill, Douglas, ed. WINDOW ON THE Roberts, Keith THE INNER WHEEL
FUTURE. Pan, 5/-, mne, pb. Hart-Davis, 25/-. 246.63979.2

330.02465.5 Shaw, Bob NIGHT WALK. New Eng-
Laumer, Keith NINE BY LAUMER. lish Library, 5/-, pb. 450.
Sphere, 5/-, ne, pb. 7221.5425.9 00u476.7
Levin, Ira THIS PERFECT DAY. M. Silverberg, Robert. OMNIBUS.
Joseph, 33/-. 7181.0789.6 Sidgwick & Jackson, 35/-.
Lindsay, Douglas, ed. BLUE MOON 283.98080.X%
Mayflower, 5/-, ne, pb. 583, Vonnegut, Kurt SLAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE
11686.8 or The Children's Crusade. Cape
Magidoff, Robert, ed. RUSSIAN 30/-. 224.61801.6
SCIENCE FICTION, 1969. Univ. of Willijams-Ellis, Ambel, Jjt ed. See
London Press, 67/-. 340.11746.X Owen, Mably & Williams-Ellis, A.
Moorcock, Michael, ed. BEST SCI- Wyndham, John CHOCKY. Pergamon
ENCE FICTION STORIES FROM NEW Press, 10/-, ne, pb, sch.
WORLDS vol.6. Panther, 5/-, pb 08.006847.2
586.038283.5

These books are only available outside the United Kingdom subject to market restrictions. (€) Gerald Bishop, 1970

SF AND THE CINEMA Continued from Page 11

John D. MacDonald, a superior mystery writer who wrote some science
fiction early in his writing career has written over a dozen books about
the adventures of Travis McGee. The first filmed adoption of the McGee
books, Darker Than Amber is ready for release from National General. Rod
Taylor plays Travis McGee, with support from Theodore Bikel and Suzy
Kendall. Walter Seltzer and Jack Reeves will produce and Robert Clouse
direct.

Serooge , based on Charles Dickens' 4 Christmas Carol is being made
as a mammoth musical, with Albert Finney and Alec Guiness in leading
roles. Robert H. Solo will produce and Ronald Neame direct this feature
for National General.

Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories are being filmed for
United Artists by Billy Wilder under the title The Private Life of Sher-
lock Holmes. Robert Stephens and Colin Blakely are starred, Wilder will
produce and direct.

Robert Downey, previously noted for comparative 'shoestring" pro-
ductions like Chafed Elbows and Putney Swope is directing Pound for Un-
ited Artists. Corinne Calvert stars in an allegorical fantasy, compar-
ing life to an oppressive dog pound.

AIP has acquired Count Yorba, Vampire for distribution from Erica
Productions. Produced by Michael MacCready and directed by Bob Kell-
cheim, the film stars Michael Murphy.

Edgar Allan Poe's Murders in the Rue Morgue will go into production
in June. The AIP film, directed by Gordon Hessler and produced by Sam-
uel Z. Arkoff and James H. Nicholson will be the largest scale film pro-
duction to date of Poe's classic.
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Lilliputia

THE LAST LITTLE DRAGON by Roger Price Illus by Mamoru Funai
Harper, September 1969. Abt. 32 p. $3.50 Age level: 4-8

Yes, the author is the Roger Price of Droodle fame and this story
is just as engaging as those Droodles are. Algondyce Monstro Trog-shaz-
zar the Third was a beautiful dragon but unhappy because he couldn't
breathe fire. Father Turtle, who knows everything, tells Algon that if
he eats peppers, coal and oil. says a magic verse, holds his breath for
ten minutes and goes Whooooosh he will breathe fire. The formula works,
but Algon discovers that he isn't as happy as he thought he would be.
He singes the fur of his animal friends, burns his Mother's nice cave
and always has to eat burnt food. Seeking his advice again, Father Tur-
tle tells him to go lay in the river. Now his friends come to ride on
his back and call him "Al the Great." And so we have the first al - you
figure it out! --Joyce Post

BOBBY BEAR'S ROCKET RIDE by Marilyn Olear Helmrath & Janet La Spisa
Bartlett. Illus by Marilue
Oddo, 1968. 32 p. $3.50 Age level: 4-6

KING ROBERT THE RESTING RULER by Donna Lugg Pape. Illus by Lola
Edick Frank
Oddo, 1968. 48 p. $3.75 Age level: 7-9

THADDEUS JONES AND THE DRAGON, story and pictures by Jerry Hjelm
Oddo, 1968. 64 p. $3.95 Age level: 10-12

These three picture books published by 0ddo, although each has a
different purpose and 1is meant to be used with children of different
ages, would probably be found in the school rather than in the home. In
reading them I very definitely get the feeling that I'm being talked
down to and that there is an ulterior educational motive for writing
them rather than that they were written for the sheer joy of it. But
then Oddo is an educational publisher, so what else would you expect.

Bobby Bear's Rocket Ride is for the beginning reader and is written
in short rhyming couplets that sound sort of Dick and Jane-ish until the
bear gets into the rocket. Then the story reads better and the sun,
earth, moon, Mars, Mercury, Pluto and Saturn are mentioned. Of all three
books this one is probably most useful for general reading since there
isn't too much around for the beginning reader that focuses on the heav-
enly bodies.

King Robert the Resting Ruler is also written in rhyming couplets
and is for the middle reader who has difficulty with the "r" sound. For
three trunks of gold many people try to wake up the king. Among these
is an unsuccessful man who brought "a robot that snored, for it's said
That no one can rest if one snores near his bed" and an unsuccessful as-
tronaut who "stopped his exploring the stars And rode Ruler Robert
around Planet Mars." The solution turns out to be quite simple.

The moral in Thaddeus Jones and the Dragon is that it's no crime to
be different from others. Dudley the dragon is different from others of
his kind in that he is educated and cannot breathe fire. This makes him
unhappy and cruel and so he kidnaps the King's daughter. It 1is up to
Thaddeus Jones, a commoner in love with the Princess, and his personal
bottle of Instant Magic (a potion which the King uses to make everyone
in his kingdom happy) from Meteoras, the Magician to set everything

straight again. --Joyce Post
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THE WAR FOR THE LOT: A Tale of Fantasy and Terror by Sterling E.
Lanier. Illus by Robert Baumgartner
Follett, Sept. 19639. 256 p. 83.95 Age level: 10+

Wales and Cornwall are not the only English-speaking areas with a
strong background of the "otherworld" and its denizens -- we too often
forget that the American Indian lore is as rich in this regard as the
Celtic, British, and the like. The war for the lot reminds one of this
rather forcibly: it involves a young boy, Alec March, in the affairs of
the wild animals that inhabit The Lot. He learns to communicate with
the animals (in concrete mental images, rather than abstract sounds),
and is led to an Indian holy place, where he is told by Manibozo (the
Watcher of Eternity -- not a god, but one of the first products of Crea-
tion) that he has been chosen to help the animals organize against an
impending invasion of rats from the nearby dump. Two of the three for-
est lords have been killed by men -- the wolf and the mountain lion are
gone -- but Mowheen, the great bear, may be persuaded to come from the
hills and help. Alec accepts the commission, and The Lot is saved from
the rats -- Mowheen does come at a crucial moment, and the family house-
cat, held in contempt by the wild creatures, turns out to be quite a
battler, too.

This book 1is written primarily for older children, but it should
not be restricted to them -- it's a darn good light novel for adults who
are weary of sex and sadism. The "terror" in the subtitle is far out-
weighed by homely, realistic, balance-of-nature beauty and will not
traumatize even the most delicate 1little psyche, and the '"fantasy" is
all the more attractive because it is an American (Connecticut Indian)
variety which is unfortunately all too neglected. American literature
would benefit from more of the same.

--Charlotte Moslander

FELIX FORGETFUL written and 1llus. by ULf L8fgren. Trans. by Leif
Sjoberg & Erik Sandberg-Diment. Trans of Gabriel Glmmer
Delacorte, May 1969. 134 p. $4.50

Sweden has sent us lots of good, interesting things, like sauna
baths, for example, and Greta Garbo; unfortunately they didn't stop
there -- they also sent Felix Forgetful. Too bad.

Felix is a ridiculous child with a green-and-yellow checkered cap,
who lives in a yellow house with a blue-green roof. His companion in
his adventures is Columbus Fubbel who arrives from the planet Bolombina
via a red, rabbit-shaped balloon. Columbus lands on the Mysterious Isle
where Felix finds him, and together they pass through a series of mild
adventures which culminate in everyone's going home via the wizard's hat.

There are some amusing characters in this book: the Fox (a reporter
for the Forest Times) and Mason, the police cat, who does everything "To
the best of his knowledge" (when his sabre isn't getting in the way),
but most are not really worth mentioning. The episodes are short and
choppy, with only the road Felix and Columbus are travelling to connect
them. And the illustrations are just too cutsey for words, although
they do show a valiant attempt to be whimsical. Just about the only
"plus" in the overall picture of Felix Forgetful is a "minus" -- even
the most evil and ugliest of the creatures portrayed would come nowhere
near frightening any child of near-normal intelligence.

I have difficulty understanding why this book was published in the
first place, and I really cannot understand at all why anyone bothered
to translate it into English. -—Charlotte Moslander
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HI-JINKS JOINS THE BEARS by Margaret J. Baker Illus by Leslie Wood
Farrar, Straus & Girowr, August 1969. 122 p. $3.50

Bcots, Slippers, and Socks were three teddy bears who, along with
Hannibal, the elephant, helped Frank and Polly run a shoe shop in Castle
Topping. Their job was to keep young customers amused so they would not
become restless while being fitted. Around the same time a new baby,
Caroline Anne, joined the family, a new bear was added to the menagerie.
Her name was Hi-Jinks, and she definitely did not fit in with the other
bears -- she not only wore a miniskirt and boots, she was machine wash-
able! Hi-Jinks learned her job well, though, and was a big help around
the shop; and when she saved the day by rescuing Boots, Slippers and
Socks, as well as Wagstaff, the castle teddy bear, when the latter was
lost, she really became one of the shoe-shop family.

Margaret Baker has combined just the right amount of whimsy and im-
agination with a realistic dash of what-the-old-employees-think-of-mini-
skirted-upstarts to produce a truly delightful book. The teddy-bear age
will enjoy this story immensely, and it has just the right amount of ac-
tion and suspense to keep the story going without giving anyone night-
mares. The illustrations are like the story -- realistic talking teddy
bears are still teddy bears, and all the old bears' patches and worn
spots are, like Queen Mary's wrinkles, included with pride.

--Charlotte Moslander

POTATO TALK by Ewnnis Rees Pictures by Stanley Mack
Pantheon, Spring 1969 Abt. 24 p. $3.95 Age level: 6-9

Potato Talk is a fun book all the way. It's written in verse, has
frivolous, colorful drawings and you do not know what to expect from
page to page. A farmer has an unnerving experience when the potato he
plans to dig up starts to talk. Next thing he knows it's his cow, his
dog and a tree too. Others scoff at him when he tells them his story
but then it happens to them too. Little children will like reading this
picture book over and over.

--Joyce Post
THE DRIFTING CONTINENTS by Willy Ley
Weybright & Talley, Fall 1969. 90 p. $5.50 Age level: 10-14
Illus with maps and drawings

A single-concept film loop in book form -- that's what Willy Ley
has produced in The Drifting Continemts. The first 58 pages are devoted
to explanations of the various early theories on continental drift, plus
a bit of background regarding what started people thinking about it in
the first place, then the reader is plunged without warning into the
current concept of the composition of the earth, which shows the contin-
ents as masses of comparatively light material scattered atop a layer of
heavier stuff. This is followed by an explanation of the latest theory
of continental drift and the geological and paleontological evidence
which supports it.

That's it. That is all the book is about, and although it neatly
summarizes the studies done on this topic, the reader is not overwhelmed
with charts, graphs, mathematics, and jargon. The illustrations (all
drawings) are good, and so situated that the text explaining them is
conveniently near by. If there are any opponents to the current theory
of drifting continents, Mr. Ley doesn't tell the reader about them. But
this is the sort of open-ended book which tends to lead to further in-
quiry, so little harm is done by the omission.

--Charlotte Moslander
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